You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden.
. ~Matthew 5:14,16
     Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.
Philippians 4:6
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Pastor Amos

Greetings!
After a several-year hiatus, Vacation Bible School returned from July 15-18. I am delighted to report that it was a resounding success, with approximately 25-30 children in attendance. We had a wonderful time and I extend our sincere gratitude to all teachers and volunteers for their invaluable contributions to the event. A special thank you to Lori Sanchez for her exceptional leadership in directing the program. On the final day, we welcomed nearly 60 people, including parents and guardians. In addition to learning new songs, the children enjoyed learning a Swahili song, “Wana baraka wale waombao,” which translates to "They have blessings, those who pray."
The Mountain Sky Conference has been assigned a new bishop elected at the Western Jurisdictional Conference in July.  Her name is Kristin Stoneking and there is more information about her in this newsletter.
In the fall, I would want us to engage in a visioning process for our church.  The process will help us to better understand our church's mission and values, and to identify the steps we need to take to achieve our goals. We’ll be inviting all members of the church to participate in this process, and I hope that you’ll be able to join us.  More information will be shared.

This month’s events are listed below:
  
· [bookmark: _Hlk173265084]August 7 We shall host the schoolteacher’s lunch at 11 am.  
· August 6th at 6:00 pm there will be the Crystal River Concert.
· August 11-Church in the park at Saguache at 10: 00 am.
· August 13--Church Council at 6:30 pm. 
· August 20—A Table for All meeting. Time TBD
· August 28-30—A Table for All Meeting at Salt Lake City for 2 delegates from each church.  Janet Meyers and I will attend.
Enjoy the rest of your summer!

Rev. Amos Kariuki

God bless you all!
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 Kids Hope USA
(Haskin Elementary)
Art Supplies: paper (manila, construction, cardstock, notebooks), crayons, washable markers, pencils (colored & #2), scissors (child safe), glue sticks, yarn or string, child friendly magazines, stickers, stamps and stamp pads, rulers, watercolors, pipe cleaners.
Games: board games, chess, checkers, dice, dominoes, etc., child friendly card games (Spot it, Uno, Phase 10, Go Fish, Old Maid, basic playing cards)
Outdoor Activities: balls, jump ropes, sidewalk chalk
Books: for Kindergarten, 1st, and 2nd Grade.
Rainbow’s End/ LaPuente
Make clothing, household items, and furniture donations to Center’s Rainbows End. Make canned food donations to Center’s Rainbows end or LaPuente in Alamosa. Make monetary donation to LaPuente though the church or online at: 
https://lapuentehome.org/donate/
Anna’s Mission Inc.
(Ready to Go bags for domestic violence victims).
Toothbrush, Toothpaste, Body soap, Shampoo/ conditioner, Body lotion, Deodorant, Comb/brush, Razors, Small box of tissues, Gift cards to Family dollar or Dollar General. 
https://annasmissioninc.com/
We appreciate all donations and prayers for Domestic Violence Survivors. 












Christian “Vocal” Band Crystal River from Lubbock, TX is coming to Center, CO!
A true love for music that was nurtured in a “close knit” family environment, along with a sincere desire to reach out to people with God’s message has made Crystal River an important instrument for God in today’s world. With Christian songs ranging from mellow contemporary to country and southern gospel as well as other styles, and with personal testimonies covering a wide variety of topics, this group has been on the road since August of 1980. With over 50 recordings to date, and with appearances on the TBN and Primetime Christian Television Networks, as well as a “daily” radio program that can be heard worldwide through Facebook and the internet, Crystal River has had the opportunity to reach many souls with the message of God’s love through song, music, and testimony. Born, raised, and still headquartered in Lubbock, TX, Crystal River tours extensively to all parts of the United States sharing their music, personal testimony and many of their “family” experiences that so many people relate to. Come and meet the Gonzalez brothers Joel, Carlos and Hector and their nephew Tom and enjoy a fun moment of Christian music and heartfelt worship!
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[image: ]· We will be having 50+ this month on August 10th
· Worship Committee will be meeting August 5th at 9:00am  
· There will be Church Board meeting August 13th @ 6:00pm
· Our Chosen bible study Wednesdays at 6:00 pm at Janet’s house. 6pm. We are currently on Season 3 
· A big summer concert is coming to Center UMC on Tuesday August 6 at 7:00 pm. Crystal River. 
· August 7 We shall host the schoolteacher’s lunch at 11 am
· August 11-Church in the park at Saguache at 10: 00 am
· August 20—A Table for All meeting. Time TBD

 Something to Think About…
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Fried Zucchini
Ingredients

· Zucchini
· Eggs
· Cornmeal

· Olive oil
· Salt and pepper:


Directions
1. Step 1: Prep the zucchini: Cut the zucchini into 1/8-inch-thick coins. Crack the eggs into a shallow bowl and whisk until blended. Pour the cornmeal into another bowl or flat plate. Dip the zucchini coins into the egg and coat them with cornmeal.
2. Step 2 Fry: Heat the oil in a large nonstick skillet over medium heat. When the oil is hot, place the zucchini in the pan without crowding them together. You’ll probably need to fry them in a few batches. Fry over medium heat until the zucchini is lightly browned, one to two minutes. Flip each piece and fry until the other side is golden brown, another one to two minutes.
3. Step 3: Season and serve: Sprinkle the hot zucchini with salt and pepper and serve immediately.
https://www.tasteofhome.com/recipes/fried-zucchini/
Recipe by: Kelsey Dimberg

Tasteofhome.com
Kids Hope Report
Kids Hope has been taking the month of June off. Now it is time to start thinking about getting ready to for a Fun, Exciting, and Challenging 2024-2025 school year.
To help support our Mentors and students we could use the following supplies: 
Games:
Card games: Spot it, Uno, Phase 10, Go Fish, Old Maid. 
Deck of playing cards, Dice, Dominoes, Candy Land Chutes and Ladders Guess Who, Connect Four, Jenga, Sorry, Puzzles 
Legos 
Art Supplies:
Watercolors, Yarn or String, Glue Sticks, Construction Paper 
Card Stock, Notebook Paper, Washable Markers, Colored Pencils Magazines for collages (child-friendly)
Stickers, Erasers, Stamps and stamp pads (different colors)
Paint Brushes.
Thank you all for your continued support of our ministry to Haskin Elementary and their students.


God Bless
Vicki J Ratzlaff
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  Welcome Kristin Stoneking, the new Bishop of the Mountain  Sky Conference!     From Bishop Karen Oliveto:   Dear Beloved Siblings of the Mountain Sky Conference,     This past week, the delegates to the Western Jurisdiction Conference  prayed, discussed, and discerned episcopal  leadership for our jurisdiction. Two new bishops were elected and consecrated: Bishop Kristin Stoneking and  Bishop Sandy Olewine. We give thanks to God for the mantel of leadership these two individuals have taken   on.   Bishop Kristin has been assigned to the Mountain Sky Conference!   Bishop Kristin has served churches in Kansas and California. In addition, she has been a campus minister at UC  Davis, was the Executive Director of the Fellowship for Reconciliation, served as a District Superintendent as well  as the Director of Ministry I nnovation and Congregational Development in the California - Nevada Annual  Conference, and most recently was appointed as the Associate Professor of United Methodist Studies and  Leadership at Pacific School of Religion. She holds a PhD from the Graduate Theo logical Union in Berkeley.   She is  married to Elizabeth Campi and they have two young adult children, John and Paloma.     Karen Oliveto says, "I have known Bishop Kristin since she was a seminary student at Garrett - Evangelical  Theological Seminary. I have watched her live into her call, following the leading of the Holy Spirit as she  continually stepped out in faith to serve   in unexpected and unusual ways. While grounded in a love of the local  church, she has sought to bring the Gospel mandate of love into communities that have been fractured by violence  and oppression. She has a deep pastoral heart and a bold prophetic voice .   Bishop Kristin will begin her tenure in the Mountain Sky on September 1.  
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